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FOREWORD.

This book has been compiled at the desire of the Parochial
Church Council. Mr. R. M. Cook, Miss Margaret Cook, Mr.
J. M. Cook, Mrs. Cook and the Vicar have borne their part in
its production—in fact, it is a family effort.

There is a saying, ‘' Too many Cooks spoil the broth.”” Let
us hope this is not exemplified in the following pages.

THE VICARAGE,
FENCE.

August, 1937.
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A History of the Parish of Fence.

WHEN the Romans came to Britain the Pennine countmyas inhabited by a wild tribe calledBrigantes,of whom we know nothing except that they
were of Celtic speecland their religion was that of the Druids. The Romans, witltheir superior military method and equipment, soon subdued
this wild tribe. They found East Lancashire a poor, barredistrict, and did not settle in these parts. But they establishedrmed camps at places
like Ribchester to guard the arterial roadswvhich they were building. The only known connection whichour parish has with the Romans is that
Roman coins have beefound in Wheatley Lane.

When the Roman Empire was threatened in Italy, ¢asrisons were withdrawn from Britain. The Romans wersucceeded by the Saxons,
of whose occupation of this part weknow even less; but we do know that Pendlé-orest was part ofthe Royal Estate of Edward the Confessor.
The Saxon ovelords were next conquered by the Normans under Wliam the First. William was very fond of the chase, and, it is related,
loved the tall stags as ithe weretheir father." He andhis followers converted agooddeal of England intoforests andchases for the

preservation and hunting of deer. Aorestwasthen not (as we now use the word) a tract of woodland, but a place where wild beasts and
game roamed flee and were keptor the sport of the landlord, who was usually the king; anspecial courts dealt with poachers and other



offenders. A chasewas similar to a forest, except that offenders were tried in the@rdinary courts by common law. Poaching was a very
serious offence; hunting dogs might not be taken into a forest or chasxcept by the permission of the overlord, and to kill &tag wasa more
serious offence than to kill a man.

At the time of the Norman Conquest most of what is noWendle Forest was waste land, and so readily available founting. Pendle Chaseas it was
at first called, came into thepossession of the de Lacy family. The nanfeendle Foresgrew up later, after the de Lacy estates had passed by
marriage in 1311 to Thomas, Earl of Lancaster: from that time Pendléhase became subject to the laws of the Forest of Lancastertlsat in
practice it was a forest rather than a chase.

Gradually the severity of the Norman regime relaxedind after a century or so enclosures were admitted in the
chasefor pasturing cattle. They were called vaccaries arntdh e farm-building of the herdsmen were calledbooths.In
courseof time the nameboothhas come to include what wasriginally called vaccaryln the original inquisition
of 1311 there were eleven of thesethose which are partly or wholly included inthe presentparish of Fence
are Old Laundwith Little Blakwode, GoldshawBooth,Higham Booth,West Close, Filly Close, Nether, Barrowford,
New Laund (1) and Wheatley CarrWe know the charge whichwas made for grazing in the forest at the
beginning of thefifteenth century? from Michaelmas to Whitsunday fourpencegyer head of oxen and
twopence for each sheep. At the timef the Wars of the Roses these vaccaries began to be let out on seven
year tenures, each being leased separately at a few pounalyear. But the pastuage in Pendle Forest was not
confined to cattle and sheep. As early as 1341 the vaccaries beside Pendle Water were used as a grazing ground
for the equicium of someforty -two horses which KingEdward the Third kept at Ighterhill, and from which
Filly Close got its name.

Apart from pasturage our district was unproductive; thefirst record of crops is that oats were grown with
difficulty in the reign of James the First. We happen to know the daily wagé the men who worked in the
forest in the time of Edward the Third; the parker got 1.5d. and, as in the Bible, the ordinarfabourer a penny a
day.

It seems that in Pendle Forest farming soon became mommportant than hunting, and the deer seem to
have been erlosed and no longer left at large. At last King Henry th®eventh decided to deforest this
district and to make it more profitable, and so in 1507 all the vaccaries of Pendle Forest welkeased out on



copyhold, at rents about half as much again dsefore. Still, though Henry received bigger rents, the tenants
had security of their farms and began to build themselves bettdrouses, some of which still stand.

In 1545 Fencedtself comes into prominence. Over a hundrednd forty years earlier it had been a winter
pasturage for thecattle and horses of the inhabitants of the neighbouring booths, and in it till the deforestation
in 1507 ' the herde of the Staggs. . . had their seuerall beyng and lying yerely Frome May Dayntyll the
Exaltacion of the Cross€& Now a dispute had ariserabout the ownership of the Fence, and a Commission was
setup to decide it : the Hargreaves family came off best. Unfomately it is not clear what exactly were the
boundaries of theFence, but it seems to have extended as far as Brown Brinks jpgyhaps Fence Gate was near
the western side.

(1) Filly Close and New Laund Booth have been absorbed into Ree dley
Hallows Booth; they lay north of the river, Filly Close on the west and New
Laund on the east.

(2) September 14th.

For the sixteenth century we have more information aboubur present parish in the records of theHalmot
Court, held in Higham for the Forest of Pendle. Mostly these are disputesbout boundaries, changes of
ownership, and fines for breakinghedges, blocking up roads, Ieavm% gates open, and even foaying cards.
Among the names that occur most often ar&utter (and among the Nutters Eilis was the most common
Christian name?], Robinson, Moréor Moore), Hargreaves, Crooknhgham, Foldes, Smith, Whitaker, Varley, Holgate
iandI Bulcock. The Halmot Court, though shorn of its old powers, continued tbe held at Higham tili about
welve years ago.

Besides these S|mPIe countryfolk who worked in the pastures, men of high rank visited Pendle Forest.
John of Gaunt, son of one king and father of another, though not hself a king, had his Court House at
Higham, where it still suwvives as a farm houseand the records of his duchy of Lancastestill exist to remind us

of it. With John of Gaunt's son, who became King Henry the Fourth, Pendle Forest passed Wiitheroe into
the estates of the Crown. Centuries later it wadevised by Charles the Second this victorious commander
General Monck, and so passed eventually into the hands of tRarls of Buccleuch.

After the deforestation of 1507 several fine houses werduilt in our parish, some of which are worthy of



mention here.Perhaps the oldest of them i©Ild Laund Hallin Old LaundCIoudqh, a pleasant old house with great
fire-places and mullionedwindows; it is now, unfortunately, much dilapidated. It wasowned by a fam”%l of the
name of Robinson. Two of themkEdward and Johnhad incomes of over£40 a year, worth thenmore than ten
times as much as now, and so had to pay to Chartée First a fine of £10 in refusal of the state of knighthood to
which their wealth entitled them. Their estate was confiscated under th€ommonwealth in 1652.

Before this_date several other big houses had been builtreenheadis a good example of earlydomestic
architecture. The great fire-place, the moulded plaster ceilings, and the frodbor bolt? a solid oak beam are
particularly noteworthy. Christopher Nutterand his sonRobert,of Greenhead, are amonthe first Fence men of
whom we can speak in any detail. Thegtied about. 1594, and a story is attached to their deaths.

There were at this time inPendle Forest some twenty people, mostly women, who seem to have believed that
they were giftedwith supernatural powers derived from the Deuvil, to injure andeven destroy by witchcraft.
These powers were exerted chieflypon cattle; yet it was said thatamongst them they accountedor the deaths
of no less than sixteen human beings. Amortgeir victims were Christopher and Robert Nutter. Robert was in
the service of Sir James Shuttleworth, of Gawthorpe Hall, apdent a good deal of his time at Greenhealis
grandfather's house; he had made advances to one Anne Redferne, who livdhis grandfather's land. With
Anne lived her aged mother, Anne Whittle, generally known a3ld Chattoxbecause her lipschattered incessantly.
When Anne rejected him, RoberNutter threatened that when the property came to him he would turn her and
her mother off his land, remarking that he would lay them ' where they shall be glad to bite lice in two with their

teeth.A few days later, Chattox and Anne Redferne were _ _ _ _
seen makng clay fiqures of Robert Nutter and his father; theyouried the figures in a ditch, and shortly
afterwards Robert fell sick and died. Christopher also died after a lingering iliness.

~In 1612 Old Chattox and Anne Redferne, with ten other men and women, were arrested on a charge of

witchcraft. After an examination at Ashlar House, they were removed to Lancasté&astle, and there put on trial

of their lives. Their various middeeds, and heir meetings or sabbats at Malkin Tower, werdrought forward

as evidence against them. These ignorameople little knew how to defend themselves; in fact, out of theiown
mouths they condemned each other. All except two (ofvhom one had already died) vere sentenced to
death. Thelearned judge, who followed after his Klnlg in his fear andbhorrence of witchcraft, told them that
they might accountthemselves fortunate thatsomuch [abour and expense had beedevoted to the trial of such
ignorant persons,and duly committed their souls to God. They were hanged at the commaulace of execution
near Lancaster. So ended the most notoriouacident in the history of Pendle Forest.

White Lee,or, as it is now called Higher White Leewas built in 1593. Sir Jonas Moordp whom ultimately
we owe Greenwich Mean Time, was the most distinquished son of Feneand was born there in 1618. He was a

%reat mathematician andwriter. In 1651 he was appointed surveyor in charge of the worlof draining the fens of
ast Anglia. In 1663 he was imangier,designing a mole, and shortly afterwards

he was again in charg®f draining operations, this time in Sussex. In 1669 he was
appointed ' Master Surveyor of his Majesties Ordinances, Ammunicions, and
Habiliaments," with a fee of two shillings aday. He was knighted by Charles the Second




in 1672 or 1673. He also interested himself in astronomy, and it was through

him that the Royal Observatory

at Greenwich was built. He died irl679 and was buried in the Tower of London;
his epitaph theredescribes him as Jonas Moore, Knight, of the village of Whitee.

White Lee has since been extensively restored, butpgaque visible in the wall bears

the initials of the builders, Hughand Mary Moore,and the date.

Ashlar or Hewn Atchelor House, originally known asThe Fence,was finished a year later than White Lee.
Over the dooris inscribed :

Fear God

1594
Know thy se
Richard
If Honour thy
Greymshe (3)

Prince N.H
John Box

3 Grimshaw
The house was called The Fence after the fenced enclosurewhich the deer of PendleForest were kept for breeding. Thename occurs
earlier : ' Le Fens de Penhillis mentioned asearly as 1402.Fence Gategr as it used to be called~ence Yatewas the home of the Grimshaws at the
end of the seventeenthcentury.

Two other old houses are of interest to us. Mootsles,or Moorhiles,is mentioned in 1541.Christopher Toweley,a member of the great Burnley
family of Towneley, who was bornin 1603, lived at Moor Isles in his youth, but when he marrieche moved to Carr Hall His brother Charles,who
was killed at Marston Moor, is said to have hidden in Moor Isles during theivil wars. The present house was built by Christopher in 1668 over the
door are his initials and the date.

Hoarstonesis referred to in 1547, though the present housedas not so old. It was built shortly before 1633, when anotherstrange incident
occurred in this peaceful neighbourhood. Inthat year, as Dr. Whitaker records :

" A number of poor and ignorant people, inhabitants ofPendle Forest or the neighbourhood, were apprehended upothe evidence of one
Edmund Robinson, a boy, Wwose deposition,taken before two neighbouring magistrates, is here subjoined=

THE EXAMINATION OF EDMUND ROBINSON, son of Edm. Robinson, of Pendle Forest, mason, taken at Padiham before Richard
Shuttleworth and John Starkie, esgs. two of his Majesty's justices of theace within the county of Lancaster, 10th Feb. A.D. 1633:



Who hiformeth upon oath (beeinge examined concerninge thgreate meetings of the witches), and saith that upon All Saints Day last
past, hee, this informer, beeinge with one Henry Parker, a neare doore neighbor to him in Wheatley Lane, desyred the saikdP&n give

him leave to get some bulloes (¥ which hee did. In which tyme of gettindpulloes hee sawe two greyhounds, viz. a blacke and a browne one,
camerunning over the next field towards him, he verily thinkinge the one of

them to bee Mr. Nutter's and the ther to bee Mr. Robinson's, the said MNutter and Mr. Robinson havinge then such like; and the said
greyhoundscame to him and fawned on him, they havinge about theire necks eithertbEm a coller, and to either of which collers was
tyed a stringe, whid collers, as this informer affirmeth, did shine like gould, and hethinkinge that some either of Mr. Nutter's or
Mr. Robinson's familyshould have followed them, but seeinge noe body to followe them, heoke the said greyhounds thinkinge to
hunt with them, and presentlya hare rise very neare before him, at the sight whereof he cryed, " Ldob!" but the dogges would not
run. Whereupon, beeinge very angryhe tooke them, and, with the strings that wereat their collars, tyedeither of them to a little
bush on the next hedge, and, with a rod that hee had in his hand, hee bett them, and in stede of the blackehgueyd, one Dickonson's
wife stoode up (a neighbr) whom this informerknoweth, and in steade 6the browne greyhound a litle boy whom this informer
knoweth not. At which sight this informer, beeingeaffraid, indevoured to run away: but, beeinge stayed by the woman, vizy
Dickonson's wife, shee put her hand into her pocket and pulled oat peace 6 silver much like to a faire shillinge, and offered to give
him to hould his tongue, and not to tell, whiche hee refused, sayinge, " Nthou art a witch!" Whereupon shee put her hand into her
pocket againeand pulled out a stringe like unto a bridle tha gingled, which sheeput upon the litle boyes heade that stood up in
the browne greyhound's steade, whereupon the said boy stoodba white horse. Thenimmediately the said Dickonson wife tooke this
informer before her upon the said horse, and carried m to a new house called Hoarestonebginge about a quarter of a mile off,
whither when they were conime,there were divers persons about the doore, and hee sawe divers othasminge rideinge upon horses of
sever all colours towards the said houseyhich tyed theire horses to a hedge neare to the sed house, and whipérsons went into the sed
house to the number of threescore or therabouts, as this informer thinketh, where they had a fyer and meat®astinge, and some
other meate stirrinee in the house whereof ayonge woman, whom hee this informer knoweth not, gave him fleshnd breade upon
a trencher and drinke in a glasse. which, after the firdaaste, hee refused, and would have noe more, and said it was nougdrd
presently after, seeinge diverse ofhe company goinge to a barmeare adioyneinge, hee followed after, and there hee sawe sixe of them
kneelinge, and pullinge at sixe severall roapes which were fastened tmed to ye toppe of the house, at or with which pullinge came
then in this informer' s sight flesh smoakeinge, butter in lumpsnd milke as itwere svleinge from the said roapes, all which fell into
basons whichewere placed under the saide roaues; and after that these sixe had datere came other sixe which did likewise, and
durinsre all the tyme of theire so pullinge they made such foule faces that feared thisformer, soe as hee was e:lad to steale out
and nm home, whom wherthey wanted some of theire comoany came runinere after him neareto a place ina highway called



Boggard Hole (5. where this informer met two horsemen, at the sieht whereof the sed arsons left followinsreim, and the foremost of
which persons yt followed him hee knoweth tabee one Loynd's wife, which said ¥fe, together with one Dickonson wifeand one Jenet
Davies, he hath seene at several! tvmes in a croft olose adioninge to his father's house, whiche put him in a greate fearend

further this informer saith uoon Thursday after New Yeares Dalast past,he sawe the said Loynd's wife sitting noon a crosse vjeece
of wood, beeinge within thechimney of his father's dwellinge. houseand hee. callinge to her, said "Come down®,ET O , dantD1 A8 O
imediately the said Loynd's wife went up out of his sight. Andurther this informer saith yt after hee was com me from ye company
aforesed to his father's house, beeinge towards eveninge, his father blaich goe fetch home two kyne to seale, and in the way, in a field called
the Oilers, hee chanced to hap upon a boyha began to quarrell withhim, and they fought soe together till this informer had his eares madesry
bloody by fightinge, and, lookinge downe, hee saw the boy hadlaven foote, at which sight hee was affraid, and ran away to seek tkgne; and in

the way hee sawe a light like a lanthorne, towards whiche made hast, supposinge it to bee carried by some of Mr. Robinsgmeople, but, when hee
came to the place hee onley found a womatandinge on a bridge, whom, when hee sawe her, he knewe to demynd wife, and, knowinge her, he
turned backe againe, and immediatijhee met with ye aforesed boy, from whom he offered to run, whicboy gave him a blow on the back, which
caus'd him to cry. And hedarther saith, yt when hee was in the barne he sawe three womeake three pictures (6 from off the beame, in the
which pictures manythprnes, or such like things sticked, and yt Loynd wife tooke one of tlsaid pictures downe, but thother two women yt tooke
thother two pictures downe hee knoweth not. And beeinge fther asked, whatpersons were at ye meetinge aforesed, hee nominated these
personshereafter mentioned: viz. Dickonson wife, Henry Priestley wife and hesone, Alice Hargreaves widdowe, Jennet Da vies, Wm. Davies,
uxor Hen. Jacks and her sone John, Jant¢argreaves ofMarsden, Miles wife of Dicks, James wife, Saundsisut creditur,Lawrence wife of
Saunders, Loynd wife, Buys wife of Barrowford, ondolgate and his wifesicut creditur,Little Robin wife of Leonard's ofthe West Cloase. . . .

(4) wild plums. (5) Now Green BanKk®6) ie. figures probably of wax and clay

Upon such evidence, these poor creatures were committed Lancaster Castle for trial, not greatly to the honour either ahe understanding
or humanity of the magistrates : for surelythe statute of witchcraft did not bind them to commit, upon anyevidence, or upon none, or to shut
their eyes against apparentmalice and imposture. On their trials they had the misfortuneof falling into the hands of a jury equally
ignorant or prejudiced, who found seventeen of them guilty. The judge, howevewhose name | have not learned, very properly
respited the corvicts, and reported the case to the Kins: in council. They wenext remitted to the Bishop of Chester (Bridgman), who, certify
ing his opinion of the case, whatever it was, four of the partyylargaret Johnson, Francis Dicconson, Mary Spencer, and thége of one of
the Hargreaves', were sent for to London, andxamined, first by the King's physicians and surgeons, and afigards by Charles the First
in person.

A stranger scene can scarcely be conceived ; and it is re#sy to imagine, whether the untaught manners, rude dialecand uncouth
appearance of these poor foresters would morastonish the King; or his dignity of person and ranners, tagether with the splendid
scene with which they were surrounded,would overwhelm them. The end, however, of the businesE x AOh OEAO O0O00T 1T C DPOAC



appeared of the boy having beesuborned to accuse them falsely, and they were accordingly adigssed. The boy afterwards confessed
that he was suborned.” This incident created so great a sensation that the followg year a play was produced and acted, calledThe
Witchesof Lancaster."Hoarstones was restored in 1895. An iron crossaid to have been used as a safeguard
against witches, was foundn a wall.

Though nowadays there are no witches in Pendle Foregshe memory of them lingers on. Théuckpitsis
perhaps so called because witches and scolds were ducked in the watkere; and there may once have been
another such place orCuckstool Landecause cuckstool means duckingtool. Anothercurious name isQuaker
Bridge.Before the present stone bridgevas built, there was a wooden footbridge there which the Quakers in
Pendle Forest put up so that they could cross thever on their way to their meeting-house without wetting
their best clothes.

The oldest place of worship in Pendle Forest is thlew Chuch in Goldshaw Booth, from which the village of
New-church has got its name. It was built by the inhabitants of fivbooths, of which Old Laund is one; it was
consecrated in 1544 by the first Bishop of the revived see of Chester, and remainfed the bestpart of three
hundred years the only Church in théd=orest. Duringthis time the southern part of our parish remained in the
chapelry of Clitheroe Castle, and residents theread to journey to Clitheroe to be married. They found it in
convenient tobe so far removed from their Parish Church. Ir1650 a petition was made to Parliament that the
booths of NewLaund, Reedley 1 (allows, Filly Close and Ightenhill Park bermed into a chapelry; but nothing
came of it.

The religious revival of the eighteenthcentury had its influence on PendleForest.John Weslepreached more
than once at Roughlee, an@&George Whitefields said to havepreached from a flat tombstone at the Inghamite
Chapel, OldWVheatley. The Inghamite Chapel, the second oldest placevadrship in Pendle Forest, dates from
1750. Benjamin Inghamwas in close association with Whitefield and other itineranfreachers, and it is not at
all unlikely that on one of these expedions the foundation of the Cause at Old Wheatley was lailhe Chapel
was originally built of rough unhewn stone and acquired its present appearance in 1897. One has heard that
in its early days many travelled long distances for the Sundayorship.

Here may be mentioned the Methodist Chapel in Wheatldyane. Built in1824, it was restored in 1867. The fine
and well-equipped School dates from 1859.

In the early nineteenth century the need for a second Churah Pendle Forest became more acute. It has been
estimatedthat there were then some two thousand people living vthin a mile of where our Church now stands;
of the adults a good halfvere weavers. Since then the development of the factorgystem has concentrated
the people of East Lancashire in theowns, and the population of Fence has decreased



At last definite steps were taken to supply the
need. A plotof land opposite theHorse and Gate
ngW the Bay Horse Inn)was acquired from the

rimshaw family. Mrs Greenwood,of Palace or
Paliz House, Habergham Eaves, who was to
become the Patroness of the Church, gave a
thousand pounds as arendowment, and another
thousand pounds was raised by sukcription for
the expense of the building. The stone is said to
have been qguarried from the field below Height
Cottage. OnMonday, 25th April, 1836, the work
was begun. At nine in thenorning, the Committee,
Treasurer, Secretarg and principalinhabitants of
the district assembled at Fence School,”and
proceeded thence to meet the Clergy and Gentry
of the Chapelryof Colne, on the Barrowford Road,
at ten o'clock. The party therreturned to meet the
Patroness, and the Clergy and Gentry @&urnle
and Padiham, at Higham, at eleven o'clock. The
Barlshes of Colne and Padiham were represented
ecause thedistrict of Fence was to absorb parts
) of those two parishes. Theplace of honour was, of
course, given to Newchurch, the MotheChurch. The procession then formed in the following order The
Greave(ZCB of the Forest of Pendle led the way; behind him came the Chapehrdens of Newchurch, followed b
the Clergy in their canonicals. Next came the Patroness and her friendsifter them the Treasurer an
Secretary, with the Committee,Architect (James Hacikg) and Contractors. Then came theGentry and
principal inhabitants. The procession was cormleted by the Constables.

On the arrival of the party upon the site a h%mn was sun@Lo ! from the Heavens a voice we hear"). After
the hymn the Incumbent of Newdurch (the Rev. John Rushtongave ashort address, followed by the

Lord's Prayer_and the Collectsfor Easter Day, for St. Simon and St. Jude's Day, and for thwenty -second

Sunday after Trinity. A second hymn was sun(j{l| This stone to Thee in faith we lg "), and after that the

patroness, Mrs. Greenwood, and MiStarkie, of Huntroyd, laid the Corner Stone, in which were deposited
several tokens sentby friends in testimony of their interest in the undertaking. Overthese was placed a plate
bearing the following inscription : ?

_ This Corner Stone of the Church of St. Anne was laid Blonday, 25th April, A.D. 1836, in the sixth year of the
Reign ofour Sovereign Lord King William the Fourth, byMrs Elisabeth

1) At Field Top.
2) The Greave was the steward of the forest. This anciemnitfice existed until a few years ago The Late Thomas Nutter of
&/\g/ood?ands adthe distinction o(} Belnq the last greave of Pendle Fest. v d



