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It always feels good to return after time away, to meet up with friends again. We are delighted to welcome back all our readers. If you have recently moved into the village we hope you will soon feel at home, and we hope too that you’ll enjoy reading our newsletter.



A new school year has started. Small children have entered our school for the first time with much excitement, but also apprehension . . . . and often tears; others have moved on to pastures new, more able to control emotions, but not quite sure what is in store for them. 


In the Methodist Church too it is the start of a new year. Those Ministers on the move have spent August packing up and bidding farewell to friends and familiar surroundings before moving on to a new church, wondering what lies ahead but excited by the challenge. 


In our village we’ve had to say ‘Good-bye’ to Emerson as he too moves on. A very sociable young man, he rapidly became a familiar figure around the village and endeared himself to all. He can be justly proud of his achievements during his two years with us. He returns to Columbia with much improved English to help him in his new work back home, and  . . . . he has reduced his sugar consumption from five teaspoons per cup of tea/coffee to a mere one!  WOW!   So Emerson: Thanks for everything; we’ll all miss you, but we’ve sent you home fit and healthy!


After a poor summer we have just enjoyed some beautiful late summer weather with glorious sunsets. Were you lucky enough to see the upside down rainbow – a rare sight over England? But now autumn is upon us and we all begin to make plans for the winter months ahead:  perhaps join a group, resume or take up a new hobby, book theatre/concert tickets, return to study, or get around to learning the skill we’ve always promised ourselves we’d acquire.  


Here in our Church there has been much planning, and many events are lined up for the coming months. (Observant readers will notice that we’ve even had to leave out some of our regular items to make space to tell you about them.) 
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Harvest Festival – 9.30am Sunday October 3rd

This is a time to give thanks for the harvest, thanks to God for all His many gifts to us, and thanks for those who toil to provide us with food. Church will be open on Saturday 10am – 12 noon for gifts of fresh or tinned food  - or gifts can be brought on Sunday morning. The Harvest gifts this year will later be donated to Wesley Hall in Blackburn.  


We’d be delighted if you could come along to our special 

“Back to Church” Sunday - on the last Sunday in November
You are of course very  welcome any time, and several new families have joined us recently and seem very happy with us, but this is a day  when we particularly invite anyone who hasn’t been to church for ages - or perhaps has never been. If you’re wondering what it’s like in Church nowadays, come along and try us out - you might be in for a pleasant surprise - and stay for tea/coffee and biscuits afterwards.


On the lighter side, there’s a social evening at Pendle Forest Sports Club, with an evening of comedy and music featuring award winning stand up comedian ANDY KIND – everyone welcome, but buy your tickets now as places are limited.  


Our Christmas Fair this year has an international theme, so that should be different. Come out for lunch and see what’s on offer. 


Finally there’s Alpha.   ALPHA?  You’ve probably seen those stickers on car windows and wondered ‘ What is Alpha?   Alpha is for anyone. It’s a chance to explore the meaning of life in an informal, fun and friendly environment. Meetings start with a meal, usually followed by a speaker on a topic such as, “Who is Jesus”, and the evening ends with coffee and a relaxed discussion. It’s FREE, and you don’t have to commit to the whole course – pop along to the first one and see what you think. It’s not until January, so more details later. 

At Church on Sunday, we were delighted to welcome Heather, from N. Ireland. Heather has come to spend a year in the village, and she will be going into local schools to help with assembly etc and also meeting children in the village churches. We hope she will soon feel at home here, so when you see her out and about give her a wave.

Our various Church groups are running again, so no need to be lonely or bored over winter. We’re pleased to see new faces any time. 
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                                                                   Rev. Gareth Higgs   Tel: (01282) 694439                                                                   
   


                  revgarethhiggs@googlemail.com                                               

          Dear Friends, 

I know it is an overused cliché but time does certainly fly. It seems only a matter of moments ago when I wrote this letter last year. However, much has happened within the last twelve months, personally. I have spent time abroad in the Philippines visiting our mission partner Kanlungan, and now I find myself (as I write) awaiting the birth of our first child - due at the beginning of this autumn. 

As Laura and I wait for the arrival of the first addition to our family there is much preparation to be done, amidst the joyful expectation of what is to come. There is the nursery to paint, the buggy to assemble, the car seat to fix, the clothes to buy, and much, much more. 

In relation to my ‘work-life’ as well, I’m filled with a similar sense of expectation and excitement. At a recent meeting of our church leaders, where we were planning for the next year, I was struck and enthused by how much is planned and prepared for the next year. We are already underway with our plans for the next Alpha; we are establishing a parent and toddlers group in the village in partnership with the school; we are exploring the subject of evangelism as a church during autumn; and following this up once again with ‘Back to Church Sunday’ in November; not to mention all the regular events of harvest and the Christmas Fair, which this year is taking on a more international feel. 

There are many more things as well that there isn’t space to mention here, but safe to say I feel a bit like one of the Old Testament spies returning to camp to give their report. The story is of how Moses leading God’s people sends out spies into Canaan - the land they had been promised and were about to inhabit - to see whether it was fit for them to move into. The spies surveyed the land and gave a report that it was inhabited by giants, and presented a report that highlighted all the challenges they would face. Two spies however spoke up - Joshua & Caleb. They didn’t ignore the challenges, but their faith and trust in God’s power and strength inspired their more hopeful view - that as long as God was with them, the land could be taken. 
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As we look forward to the next few months ahead, we can either: see all the challenges ahead - like illness, family issues, the fragility of our employment - as insurmountable mountains of worries, and feel defeated; or we can look with hope and faith, looking expectantly and excitedly to all that God may do, with us, and amongst us. 


With every blessing
                                                  Gareth
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - -                                                                                                                                 
CHURCH CALENDAR  -  SUNDAY SERVICES 

SEPTEMBER
           EXPLORING EVANGELISM   (5 weeks)

26th
9.30am
Ian Wheeler & Rev K Richardson
OCTOBER 
3rd
9.30am
Rev G Higgs  &  Gail Pegg       

   

        HARVEST  FESTIVAL

10th
9.30am
Rev G Higgs & Rev N Moxon 


6.00pm
Gail Pegg 


17th 
9.30am
Gail Pegg & Ian Wheeler 


24th 
9.30am
Tim Broughton & Rev L Potter

31st
9.30am
Rev G Higgs  (NB clocks change)
NOVEMBER 
  7th  
9.30am
Rev G Higgs      


14th
9.30am
Ian Wheeler     REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY


6.00pm
Rev G Higgs



21st
9.30am
Rev P Wilson

28th 
9.30am
Rev G Higgs  ‘BACK TO CHURCH’ Sunday
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The tradition of Harvest Festival began in 1843, 

when the Rev Robert Hawker invited his parishioners to come to 

a special thanksgiving service for the harvest,
at his church at Morwenstow in Cornwall.

The church was decorated for the occasion with home grown produce. 
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Have you ever wondered where this   
         
         
   newsletter comes from?

Who goes to Church nowadays?  What happens there each Sunday? 

*
Maybe you used to go to Church, but haven’t been for quite some time. 

If you’ve not been to Church for ages, or you’ve never been before,         

you may be pleasantly surprised to find that most Churches                        

are very friendly and welcoming nowadays. 
* 
Here at Wheatley Lane Methodist Church our service is quite informal.     

We don’t have any ritual or ‘set pieces’ to complicate things for you,          

so you’ll probably feel very much at ease.

Most people tell us how friendly they found us on their first visit.

*
Come and try our   
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on November 28th, at 9 -30 a.m.
*
You can be sure of a warm welcome
We welcome your children, of any age
Wheelchair access is not a problem 

Large print books are available

 We have someone who will use sign language, if needed 
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We hope so. 

Come and Meet us

and stay for tea/coffee & biscuits afterwards if you can
5
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Open Gardens’ 
                In 

                     Fence

            17th and 18th July 2010


The weather in the North of England in July can be 
 
      notoriously unpredictable. Last year, for our Open Gardens weekend, we had brilliant weather; this year it was rain or heavy drizzle for most of the two days. 


But the people of Fence and the surrounding area turned out in force to support their local Hospice and the weekend proved to be as good a fundraiser as ever.


Ten gardens were on view. Some had taken part before and others were new, but each of the amateur gardeners had given lots of time and their best effort, to have their gardens looking wonderful for the public to come and admire. Many had additional attractions to help raise more funds: some sold plants, others served refreshments, and the barn on Cuckstool Lane did a good trade in second –hand books as well as plants. The usual refreshments were available at Hoarstones, the home of Coun John David and his wife Judith, - the chairwoman of our local Hospice committee. This year we had to move the tables inside the house because of the frequent downpours, and here there was also a tombola and a home produce stall.


The grand total raised was £1,402. The Fence and Pendleside fund raisers for Pendleside Hospice would like to thank all those people who worked so hard to open their gardens; also a big thank you to everyone who came along to support us, and helped to make the weekend such a success - in spite of the weather.
Shirley Ellis

_________________________________________________________________________________
Have you considered receiving your newsletter by email? 

It’s so much better for the environment.   
If you’d like to try, just email us (see back page) & tell us

your home address so we don’t deliver one too
We never pass on email addresses to anyone, so no extra junk mail!
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NEWS RELEASE    25 June 2010
Methodists live longer than the average Brit

Last Sunday, Stanley Lucas of Cornwall died aged 110 (born on 15 January, 1900). Stanley was thought to be not only the oldest male member of the British Methodist Church, but one of the oldest men in the world.


Is this sort of longevity characteristic of Methodists? Seemingly, yes. An analysis of family announcements printed in the Methodist Recorder, carried out by British Religion in Numbers, hosted by Manchester University, shows that in 1973 the mean age of death for Methodist laity was 77.9 years for men and 83 for women. By 2008 these figures had risen to 83.9 and 91.1 respectively – well above the life expectancy for the UK population as a whole (77 for men and 82 for women). 


Dr Richard Vautrey, GP and Vice President of the Methodist Conference, said, “I’m sure there are many different factors at work for Methodists to attain these numbers. But I would guess that our emphasis on caring for our spiritual as well as physical health, avoiding excess, engaging with people in our communities and being good neighbours all help.” 


The position for male Methodist ministers is similar, with a mean age of death of 83.4 years for those whose obituaries appeared in the 2009 ‘Minutes of the Annual Conference and Directory of the Methodist Church.’ Since the Methodist Church began ordaining women in 1973, too few Methodist women ministers die each year to draw any meaningful conclusions.


Methodist commentators   in the Victorian era were quick to point out that the longevity of Methodists was not accidental. They posited a clear link between a religious, ‘clean’ and virtuous life on the one hand and a long one on the other.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Is longevity the prerogative of the Methodist denomination?  Maybe not. Who can forget Catherine Bramwell Booth, granddaughter of Salvation Army founder William Booth, as she appeared on TV with Michael Parkinson, at the age of 96?  What is more, she lived with two sisters of similar age. Catherine lived to 104 . . . . . . . . .  but Grandfather was originally a Methodist before founding the Salvation Army, so you never know.  
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The Methodist Church’s governing body - the  Methodist Conference – holds its annual conference at different venues around the country (held 2010 in Portsmouth). It begins every year with the singing of, “And are we yet alive?” a hymn by Charles Wesley. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
About The Methodist Church
The Methodist Church is the third-largest Christian church in Great Britain, with nearly 265,000 members and regular contact with over 800,000 people. It has around 5,800 churches in Great Britain, and also maintains links with other Methodist churches totalling a worldwide membership of 70 million. Its activities, both alone and with ecumenical and secular partners, are based on four aims known as Our Calling: 

· To increase awareness of God's presence and to celebrate God's love 

· To help people to grow and learn as Christians through mutual support and care 

· To be a good neighbour to people in need and to challenge injustice 

· To make more followers of Jesus Christ.
___________________________________________________________________________________

We welcome your comments on 
anything in the newsletter, or 
your ideas for new topics. Maybe we could run a page for “Village Views”? 
(Contact details at the end of the Newsletter. Writers should supply their name and address, although not necessarily for publication.}
_________________________________________________________________________________
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The children and staff have quickly settled back into the school routine. We welcomed into school this term 30 new reception children and look forward to them and their families becoming part of our school in the years to come. As many of you know Miss Hartley has moved on to be the head of a primary school in Bacup. The year 6 class will be taught by Mrs Pollard, who will also be acting as Deputy Head teacher for this year until we can appoint a new Deputy. 


On September 13th year 6 children are going on their Outdoor Adventure week with Mrs Parker, Mrs Pollard, Mrs Kirkup and Mrs Latham. They always thoroughly enjoy it and I would like to thank the staff who will be taking them for giving up their time so readily.  


The school will be having a Harvest Festival on Monday 4th October at 9.15am; you are all very welcome to attend. The food that is given by the children will be sent to a charity that the church is supporting which cares for asylum seekers. Any money that is donated will be sent to the Methodist Relief Fund.


This term the KS 2 children will be offered the opportunity to play a wide range of musical instruments. These lessons are taught by peripatetic music teachers and take place during the school day. 


Children will also have the opportunity to take part in Netball, Football, Cycling and Cross country running as extra curricular activities this term. These events are run by teachers and parent volunteers in school and I would like to express my thanks to them for giving their time so willingly. 


This term the choir will also be offered as an extra curricular activity on Mondays after school. The choir continues to go from strength to strength and we look forward to hearing the children sing at several events during this next term. Mrs Brown and Mrs Brassington have worked hard with the children to get them to such a high standard.

Mrs Amanda Kroukamp –Head teacher
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                      Choir Notes



At the choir AGM in August, all the officers 



            were re-elected. 


      It was decided that the Choir should go carol singing around the village at Christmas.  Our annual Choir Dinner will be held this year at the White Swan, on October 21st.   


We have been pleased to welcome new members during the year, and also some former members have returned. If you would like to come along at 7.30pm on any Thursday evening, new members are always welcome. (Singing is very good for your health!)            Allan Bland   693134

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 





 Formerly the ‘Ladies Fellowship’, we found that more men were coming to our occasional ‘OPEN’ afternoons, and they enjoyed them.          So, we’ve decided that in future all our gatherings will be open to all. If you have an hour or two to spare on a Tuesday – why not come & join us?                                       
Programme for Sep – Nov:
Sep 
21st. 
A.G.M.

Oct 
5th
Mr V Jull   . . . . . . . .
‘The Burnley Spitfire’

     
19th
Mr C Widdas   . . . . 
‘Iceland’

Nov 
2nd   
Rev K Richardson
‘Finding my family’

       
16th 
Mr R Thornborrow  
‘Shakespeare’s Way’

 
30th
Mr M Hayfield . . . .  ‘Slice of Lancashire’ 

 Dec 
14th
Christmas Party + Jacob’s Join
                          I look forward to seeing you all       Mary Bland     693134 
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When?

1st & 3rd Tues of each month at 7.30pm.
Where?
We meet in the vestry at Wheatley Lane Church

(If the Church door is closed, use the side entrance)
What?
It’s a mixed, very informal friendly group. We relax, chat, play  scrabble or dominoes, have a cup of tea/coffee and biscuits, and enjoy the company.
It’s quite a small group as we’ve lost a few members recently, so we’d

welcome some new additions, and we’re open to suggestions for activities. 
Come along and give it a try if you’re fed up with TV or feeling lonely
Interested?    Want to know more?   Ring Ann 618648
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
An opportunity for busy women to meet 
old friends and make new ones.
Monday 4th October 2010 

‘World Harvest’
 ( with ‘Fair Necessities’ – fairly traded jewellery & accessories)
Monday 1st November 2010 

‘An Evening with Esther’  
a chance to purchase a signed copy

of Esther’s latest Recipe Book

Wheatley Lane Methodist Church
8:00 pm onwards
We would love to see you.

Want to know more?  Contact: Kathryn 699895  or Michelle 696592  
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 Time  for  Prayer 

           God does nothing but in answer to prayer...


          and everything with it.             John Wesley

Lord we come to you in the assurance that 

You are present with us now.

We do not have to seek your presence

 We are daily living in your presence

Make us aware of it;

Make it real to us;

And help us in our moments of prayer to know 

that we are speaking to one who is near, not far off;

Whose love is all around us

and who knows our every need.

We ask it through our Saviour, Jesus Christ.       Amen


(At the end of the Newsletter, you will find details of how to contact our Stewards and our Minister )
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For my first year I had arranged a place in Hall. The room, small but functional, with the luxury of being en-suite, shared a large well equipped kitchen with 5 other rooms. Although I quickly realised en-suite was a luxury that needed cleaning! Mum came in useful, she unpacked all my stuff, and dad took me to a nearby supermarket to stock up on provisions. He too was useful, he paid. Mum and dad hung about in London till I had finished my first day. They took me out for tea and after a tearful goodbye they then headed back up north. Over the course of the next few weeks I gradually settled into my new surroundings and built up new friendships with my fellow students, although it is fair to say there were times when I missed home and there were several tearful phone calls home. The homesick feelings gradually subsided and I began to really enjoy the experience of student life in London.


Whilst Tooting itself is a fairly unremarkable suburb of the capital, a short ride on the underground takes you to the heart of the city. Shopping here offers so many options, from the glamour of Oxford Street and the West End, to the markets of Camden, Petticoat Lane and Brick Lane. Being a student I am much more familiar with the latter. Museums, galleries, culture and history are everywhere and it is fantastic to have them right on the door step. Plus it is all free, an added advantage when living on a budget. A few weeks ago I went to cheer on the runners in the London Marathon and to see all the iconic landmarks just down the road from where I live still takes some getting used to. I am a little disappointed that I have not bumped into anyone famous, but perhaps I have, I’ve just been too busy to notice.


As I approach the end of my first year, I can look back and say I have had a fantastic time. I have made some really great friendships and have really enjoyed the whole experience.            

Bethany Yates
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Keswick Convention 2010

The annual Keswick Convention has been held in Keswick since 1875, and runs for three weeks every July. The ‘Tent’ is situated in the centre of Keswick and over 3,000 attend every day. It is a Christian event and offers something for everyone: Bible Teaching, worship, singing and fellowship, with separate events for young folk - Keswick for Kids’ age 3 – 18.  All this combined with the chance to relax and enjoy the wonder of the Lake District. 


A coach left Burnley at 7.45am on Wednesday 21st July and arrived at Keswick in time for the 11am meeting.  This was led by Don Carson a professor of the New Testament from Illinois, USA.  The message was taken from Matthew 11 v 2-19 and was entitled   ‘Are you greater than King David?’  There was also lively worship led by Peter Gunstone, a worship leader from an Anglican Church in Oxford.


The afternoon session had Steve Brady, Principal at Moorlands Bible College, as leader.  It was based on Job 19 v 1-12   ‘Faith in the darkness’.


There was then time for tea and a look round Keswick centre before the final evening meeting, which was led by Jonathan Stephen, a pastor from Reading. His message was based on   2 Peter 3 v 1-13,        ‘Where is the World heading?’


We had a tremendous day of fellowship, singing, and teaching in the beautiful surroundings of the Lake District, and we arrived home at midnight praising God for an inspiring day.

Carole Eldon

A smaller version of Keswick Convention will be coming to Burnley 
Friday April 1st to Sunday April 3rd, 2011
www.keswickministries.org (for further information) 
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Saturday 6th November

An Evening of Comedy and Music

Award winning comedian 

Andy Kind 

is coming to Fence for 
an evening of stand up, stories and banter.
Andy Kind is a full-time stand-up comedian, 

known for his ability to develop niche markets. 

He is one of the pioneers behind the new wave of Clean Comedy hitting the UK comedy circuit, 

Andy has performed at hundreds of comedy clubs and churches all over the UK, and recently featured on Channel 4. 

Andy Kind has a very accurate name. He was kind because he did some gigs for me and he was available which was andy. He also happens to be very funny and audiences seem to instantly warm to him. You can't tell that from his name. You'll have to go and see him." - Tim Vine
     “Andy Kind is a Star” – bbc.co.uk, 
                                “Kind is Terrific” – The Scotsman, 
                                                            “4 Stars ****” – 3 Weeks
The evening starts at 7:30 with live music. 

This is a not to be missed evening! 

Tickets are strictly limited and are available from 

Tim and Pam Broughton (01282 690898) 

£5 each,   or £15 for 4.   Please invite your friends.

Where:
Pendle Forest Sports Club, Fence 

When: 
Saturday 6th November at 7:30pm 

Tickets:  £5 each, or 4 for £15               Age: 12a
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THE MEANING OF LIFE IS_________.

                                                                               Fill in the blanks at alpha

WHAT IS ALPHA?
The Alpha course is an opportunity for anyone to explore the Christian faith. It’s relaxed, low key, friendly and fun. It’s a place where people can come and ask questions, delve into issues and look for answers together.
WHAT’S INVOLVED?
The Alpha course consists of a series of talks looking at topics such as ‘Who is Jesus?’ and ‘Why and how do I pray?’ 
We begin each session with a meal followed by a talk, after which we divide into small groups for a time of discussion.

WHO IS ALPHA FOR?
Alpha is for everyone, especially: Those wanting to investigate Christianity, New Christians, Newcomers to the church, those who want to brush up on the basics.

WHAT WILL IT COST?
There is no charge for the Alpha course at Wheatley Lane.

WHEN AND WHERE?

Monday evenings at Wheatley Lane Methodist Church, Fence at 7pm. Beginning 10th January 2011, with an open evening with supper.

If you are interested in attending the course or would like a little more information please contact Denise on 01282 773143
16


It doesn’t seem two years since we were                     anticipating the arrival of Emerson and wondering                           how the new venture would turn out. We need not                          have worried. What a bonus it has been to have                      Emerson in our village. Time flies, and all too 

soon in mid-August, we had to bid farewell to him.  


We said our official “Good-bye” at the joint service at the Methodist Church on Sunday July 18th.  Ministers from each of the village churches, and all the groups with which Emerson has been associated, came out and talked about the difference he has made, and how well he fitted in. All had very positive experiences of working together. Mrs Kroukamp brought along some of the schoolchildren to remind us all of Emerson’s contribution to School assemblies, and his time with T club. A very eloquent young man from “Nameless Space” (the Sunday evening Youth Group) caused great hilarity, when he claimed that that they were really expecting someone   ‘tall, dark and serious!”   Emerson may have failed to meet the criteria, but nevertheless he established a great rapport with that group, and they will long remember the times they spent together. 

Afterwards we all enjoyed a buffet lunch together in the school hall, but not before Emerson had his turn to speak:

“This feeling started on the 10th of September 2008. That morning I woke up and realized that coming to England was real. Immediately I felt a big hole in my heart because I knew something inside of me was going to change in the years ahead, and of course we don’t like changes.

I still remember the first time I arrived at Heathrow airport. I could feel the new smell of this country - the cold of September that after a while I understood wasn’t that cold at all. My ears started to listen to this new language - something you call “English” - I knew then that I was in England. And there was Gareth, waiting for me.  Then I ate the most horrible onion pie ever, and I started feeling a bit concerned about food. Gareth drove to Burnley, and after we left London I couldn’t shut my mouth up, (I couldn’t stop talking!) I remember Gareth saying, “if you want to sleep, you can do.” 
Of course he failed to silence me. I didn’t stop and kept on talking; I bet he 
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couldn’t understand all the nonsense I was talking about. 

At last we arrived at Gareth’s house, and then we went to a party, I was so cold that I kept my hat, gloves and jacket on, I met that night Vy and her tribe and felt Vy’s hug; let me tell you this - I felt secure because of that. After the party we went home and I went to bed. And my friends, that was my first day in England. But if I continue telling you what happened next I won’t finish in time for the lunch!
       Two days ago Tony Davies, my host father, asked me for three good and bad memories of my experience in the last two years, and that gave me an idea about what to say this morning, but I will tell you only the good ones.

My top English experiences

· Waking up that Christmas’ day morning and not feeling homesick because I knew that downstairs was my family, the Davies. Thank you very much for being there for me, for trusting in the Colombian. It really means a lot for me. Thank you.
· Old Trafford, Manchester United v Aston villa, what a game, what a moment. Thank you David Sprowell for that treat.
· My first morning service in England. I was in St Anne’s feeling that it was a bit different from the services I was used to. As you know, we don’t have Anglicans in Colombia. Thank you St Anne’s and St John’s. I really enjoyed working with you; it helped me to understand more about how diverse and united that church is.
· My holidays in North Wales with Vy, Robin Tammie and Micah. I really enjoyed your company, and thank you for being my family as well. Thank you mamma; Thank you papa.
· Eating bread and honey with the ministers at Pastor Richard’s house, and seeing how well the churches in the village work together.  Thank

You, Pastor Richard, Matt, Gareth and Phillippa for your encouragement,   
and for helping me to grow spiritually. Thank you a lot.
Walking in the village and seeing people smiling to me, waving hands, pumping their horn, sometimes a hug. Those moments helped me to feel
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· accepted in your community.‘ Thank you’, Fence. ‘Thank you’, 
Higham.
· That morning after finishing ‘T Club’ at the school, this kid ran to me, and held me, and told me that I was his hero. That memory will never die.
· Interacting and getting to know the pub culture was fantastic. Meeting people, dancing, laughing and having good times. Thank you Howard, Jill, Federica, Mike and the people that were there. Thank you very much”
Finally …… A Message from Emerson, now back in Columbia
 “Hello People                  
 

Two weeks have passed by since I left you. It’s been a massive change, but everything is settling down. My jet leg has been awful. I’m sleepy at six in the afternoon and waking up at 3 and 5 in the morning, but I’m getting there. My body reacted as well to the change of weather; I’ve had a terrible skin allergy. 


Everything looks so different to me. I love to be with family and friends. I can’t stop kissing my mum and sister all the time - I think they’ve already had enough. But I feel that I do not belong to this place any more; my family knows that this is just a visit, and they are ready to let me go, which is positive.
My “plan A" is still to go to Bogota, you already know that. I’m just waiting for some calls and details.
 


The cafe is going well. As I told you before, I attend the place every day from 7 am until 1 pm. I feel great helping my parents in the business, but I do not see any good future here in Planeta Rica, so for that reason I will travel to Monteria this coming week to find a place to move to. I know that is the correct choice. They all agree with my proposal to move to the city, and they are excited.

PLANETA RICA: I found my town horribly changed. The violence is out of control. The stupid paramilitary groups have destroyed the spirit of this 

town. People live here under fear - we know that they are killing each other
- but it is the fear of being in the wrong place or the wrong time when they
come to do their business. I know the situation sounds awful - but we believe as Church of Christ that God protects the innocent..  
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We as a family are fine, and hopefully we’ll move soon. 
 

Gym: I started at the gym one week ago. I already have the six pack!  Ha! Ha!    The work can be seen already.
 

I think that is all for now.  Please say hello to everyone and give them my love, especially to Vy and Robin.
God bless you.      


           Miss you         Emerson Monterrosa

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

*St Anne’s church Fence, 7.45 pm*
2nd and 4th Tuesday each month

Xtra is a relaxed, cafe style meeting, where we can          
       
             be together for
· Exploring current issues 


· Informal worship

· Prayer

· Drinks & nibbles

Programme for the next few months:

28th September
Social Networking Sites: friend or foe?

12th October
Designer babies and all that...

26th October
Islam

9th November
No sex please, we're Christians

23rd November
The power of the media

14th December
Termination of pregnancy

11th January 
Just war?

25th January
Pick & mix spirituality

8th February
Celebrity and all that stuff
22nd February
Big brother is watching: surveillance culture
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                                                                                                         Christmas 

                              Fair


On November 20th we shall be holding our annual Christmas Fair, but this year it will be a little different   

We are going International

Each stall will have an international twist to it. We’ll have lots of stalls for you to enjoy, and perhaps purchase some out of the ordinary Christmas presents. Amongst a variety of stalls there will be: preserves + a cake stall with a twist + hand made cards + fair trade food + fair trade accessories +  original art work + prints and cards + raffle + tombolla + games and crafts for the children + and much more, including

lunches served from our international dining room

So make a date in your diary.  See you then! . . .à tout à l’heure! . . 
dewa mata atode!  . . hasta entonces!  . . allora si vede! . . bis dann!
USEFUL CHURCH  CONTACTS :    Minister:  Gareth – 01282  694439  


           

revgarethhiggs@googlemail.com
                  Newsletter:    Mavis - 01282 692261.  



Contributions / feedback from readers is always 


welcome.  Please phone, or email items for 


publication to mhalstead@tiscali.co.uk , or leave 


them at School House, 469, W.L. Road              

Church Stewards: 


Carole Eldon  

618849.  c.eldon@btinternet.com

Helen & David Kitchen      694065. 
h.kitchen@tiscali.co.uk

Michelle Buchanan            696592. 
michellebuchanan@btinternet.com

Kanlungan information:
Kath - 
699895
Choir: 
Allan - 
693134
Forum: 
Ann - 
618648
Tuesday Fellowship: 
Mary - 
693134
House Group:                  Ian & Denise - 773143
Time 4 YOU:
Kath - 
699895    Michelle - 696592
Men’s Group
Tim -  
690898



Church Website:      www.wheatleylane-methodist.co.uk
Website Manager:           Trevor – 693924
                                          trevor@wheatleylane-methodist.co.uk
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A warm welcome to you all,


         whether old friends or new	                                     


 	             


s or new.





Wheatley  Lane Methodist Church


HARVEST FESTIVAL


Sunday October 3rd,    9.30am. 








‘COME DINE WITH ME’


 Throughout 2010  


Enjoy Food and Friendship


Maybe you’d like to host a


3 course meal at home for a few people, ask for a £10 donation,


and donate any profit to Kanlungan


Ring Jill 690492 / Kath 699895 





Don’t know who to ask?


We can help.





We are happy to give


a


 ‘Kanlungan’ presentation


to your group/society. 


Phone Kathryn 699895








DAY SCHOOL NEWS
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We meet 


on alternate Tuesday afternoons 


at 2.15pm in Church. 


You are very welcome to join us.





If you need prayers for anything that is troubling you,


Our Church stewards/leaders are always happy to join you in prayer,


or pray for you, just as you wish.





Phone/email/or drop your request in our Prayer Box outside church











Most weeks, Gareth emails ‘Prayer Points’


a guide to the people or events - in our Church, our village and the wider world -


in need of prayer. 


He would be happy to add you to his mailing list.











“I know the plans I have for you,’ says the Lord, ‘plans to help you and not to harm you, to give you hope and a future.’


Jeremiah 29:11





     On a Sunday morning in September last year, with a mixture of excitement and trepidation, I set off for the capital with my mum and dad. By mid afternoon we were in Tooting, South West London, where I would be spending the next 3 years studying nursing at St. Georges, University of London.





In London
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