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  Spring has returned once more, and very welcome it is, with its signs of new life everywhere.   Almost overnight the roadside verges enchant us with fresh green shoots and a profusion of golden daffodils; delicate sprays bend in the breeze on the first blossoming trees. There’s nothing like a bit of sunshine for lifting our spirits, and in that moment, whatever out worries, it feels great to be alive.  

Spring heralds a time of great busyness everywhere: birds busily nest building, the pond alive with spawning frogs,  Kate Humble lambing so enthusiastically that it becomes prime time television, and Mums everywhere frantically washing and pegging out curtains on that first gloriously sunny spring day, as though fearing that such a day might never again return. 


There is a constant buzz of busyness about our church too. Our newly established ‘Mums and Toddlers’ group is proving popular, the enthusiastic bakers within church have produced and distributed their first batch of ‘Caring Cakes’ around the village; we have hosted possibly our best yet, 13 week Alpha course. 

Our worship has been varied and innovative, and it has become apparent that variety certainly is the spice of life, as our services continue to appeal to more people. In church we have established a prayer corner, and a baby corner, and recently we tried running two services on a Sunday morning – 9.30 am contemporary,  and 11.00 am traditional  - an experiment that may well be repeated in the future. 


It is quite remarkable that all this activity takes place in a relatively small church, with basically one room. It necessitates  constant and endless arranging and re-arranging, stacking and shuffling of chairs, in ever more innovative shapes. The chairs are becoming quite blasé about it, and it has been rumoured that they may well be arranging their own Sequence Dance in the near future. 

On the first Friday in March, some of the ladies from church (the largest group there) joined in the united service for ‘Women’s World Day of Prayer,’ which this year was held at St Thomas’s church.  This is a wonderful service, arranged annually by women, to offer support, encouragement and prayers for women around the world. In two year’s time it will be the turn of our church to host the service, so remember the date – the first Friday in March. Although arranged by women, the service is always open to anyone, and often, as was the case this year, the speaker is male.

Now we are in Lent, the period in the Church calendar leading up to Easter, the most important festival in the Christian  year. For six weeks our worship has had as a theme “The Lord’s Prayer.”

Very familiar words, but each week we have looked afresh at a different section.

Throughout Holy Week there are short daily acts of reflection and worship as we approach Good Friday. 

In our Church, in the Village, In the locality of Pendle, in neighbouring Burnley, and throughout the country, this year as never before, Easter is being brought out from the Church and into the community.  

So be it the village Walk of Witness, a climb up Pendle with a service on the summit, or Easter  music and Hot Cross Buns in the centre of Burnley, something is happening near you. More details of all these events appear elsewhere in the newsletter, and you will be  welcomed anywhere. 
Here in Wheatley Lane our study of the Lord’s Prayer culminates fittingly on Easter Day with 

“For Thine is the Kingdom, the power

and the glory, for ever and ever.”

We wish you all a blessed and happy Easter.
<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 
If you would like to be put on our mailing list to receive a copy of future newsletters, or wish to discontinue

please email us  (mhalstead@tiscali.co.uk)
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     Rev. Gareth Higgs  Tel: (01282) 694439                                                                                                                     
     


                    revgarethhiggs@googlemail.com                                              
                     Dear Friends,                              March 2011                      

Due to the variations in dates of the Christian festivals of Lent and Easter, I find myself writing a letter with a slightly different bent this year. The celebrations of Easter are still a few weeks away and although the shops are awash with Easter eggs and the school end of term is imminent, we are still in the period of Lent, a time of reflection and even solemnity, as we consider the cross of Calvary where Jesus was crucified, all that that means for us, and our journey towards it. 


As I listen to the radio and view the images from across the Arab world this winter and early spring, as we reflect on the pain and horror of the earthquake in Japan and the fears surrounding the nuclear plant at Fukushima, the reality of armed conflict again hitting the headlines with regard to Libya, and surely other trials that may occur between the time of writing and the time of reading, it seems that solemnity and reflection might be for once the order of the day. This is not to mention the worry and concern that many will be feeling as the economic situation toughens, and austerity measures begin to bite in the workplace and in our wallets. 

Into this context then comes Christian hope. Hope that does proclaim resurrection in places of death and despair, but hope that also takes seriously the pain and struggle of hardship. Jesus' meandering journey towards Jerusalem and His crucifixion takes Him and us as readers and contemporary followers to some exhilarating places - the feeding of the five thousand, and numerous miracles of healing and deliverance - but it also takes us into the wilderness of the desert where Jesus faces up to the reality of Himself and the road ahead, resisting the tests and trials of evil. It takes us to Gethsemane, the garden where on the night when Jesus was betrayed and handed over (Maundy Thursday to us) Jesus confronts the very real prospect of torture and death. Jesus, says the Bible, was one who was familiar with grief and pain. He knew those human emotions so well because He Himself had experienced them and so brings comfort to us, knowing that He understands our struggles  and hardships also. When we mourn, He not only understands but mourns with us. When we are fearful He understands what we are going through, and can all the more readily bear our worries. 


Finally, in a familiar resurrection account we see Jesus face to face with Thomas, the logical thinker of the disciples. Often Jesus’ risen encounter with Thomas has focussed on Thomas's doubt, but I prefer to focus on the nature of the risen Jesus. The Jesus, who has suffered, has been tortured and killed, is alive and resurrected; yet He still bears in His hands and side the marks of His suffering. For me, Praise God that the crucified and now living Jesus doesn't just artificially 'make things better' but He lives with us today, laughing where we laugh, but suffering with us when we suffer. Because Jesus lives we can know Him with us today, whether it’s in our rejoicing or in our weeping. He is the same God, crucified and raised; who calls us to journey with Him as we meander through all that life throws at us.    


Wishing you all a peaceful and blessed Lenten & Easter Season. 
Gareth
<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <>
CHURCH CALENDAR  -  SUNDAY SERVICES 
Preaching series, Spring 2011 – Lord’s Prayer (6 weeks) 
MARCH 

20th
9.30am
Rev Gareth Higgs         
“Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name”
27th
9.30am
Tim Broughton       
“Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth

as it is in Heaven”
APRIL

3rd 
9.30am
Rev G Higgs       Mothering Sunday  (All age worship)
“Give us this day our daily bread”
10th 
9.30am
Ian Wheeler   
 “ Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those

who trespass against us”

6.00pm
Rev Gareth Higgs
17th 
9.30am
Gail Pegg 

Palm Sunday
“And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil”
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24th
9.30am
Rev G Higgs       EASTER  DAY   
      “For Thine is the Kingdom, the power 
and the glory, for ever and ever.”
MAY 


 1st  
9.30am
Rev Phil  Clarke      
 8th
9.30am
Tim Broughton    

6.00pm
Rev Gareth Higgs     

15th
9.30am
Rev Gareth Higgs 
22nd 
9.30am
Karen Hoyle    
29th 
9.30am
Ian Wheeler
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 EASTER 

               in FENCE             

           We invite you to join in any of the 

Easter Services and Celebrations
Easter Week 17th – 24th April
Mon – Weds evening, 7.30 to 8.00pm  at W. L. Methodist Church
Short acts of refllective and participatory worship,

dealing with the emotions of Holy Week.

Come prepared to enter into the story, 

and feel it in a real and engaging way.

Mon – Anger      Tues – Guilt      Weds – Fear
MAUNDY THURSDAY, April 21st  7.30 pm  at W. L. Methodist Church  

A JOINT SERVICE in the TAIZE tradition, with communion
GOOD FRIDAY, April 22nd.  A walk of witness 

starting at 10 30am from St Anne’s,

stopping briefly at the Methodist Church,

and finishing at the Inghamite Church, followed by worship.
3.00pm  Easter Service at the summit of Pendle Hill

wear warm clothes and strong walking boots or shoes.

Alternative service in Barley Methodist Chapel
EASTER SUNDAY  April 24th
Easter Services will be held in all three village churches

St Anne’s  


6.00am Eucharist followed by breakfast


11.00am  Sung Eucharist for all


W.L. Methodist Church


9.30am An all age celebration service.  Rev Gareth Higgs 


Inghamite Church


10.30 Easter Service for all.    Rev Matt  Butler
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EASTER  

OUTDOOR WITNESS
SATURDAY 23rd April

11.30am – 12 noon +

12.30 – 1pm
Presentation of Easter music, message + hot cross bun give - away 

at 

the Bandstand

Burnley Town Centre

Rehearsals - Central Methodist Church

 10.45 am Sat 16th April + 

10 am 23rd April – all musicians welcome!
Our first months at Wheatley Lane Church


We came to live in this area just over five years ago after having lived in Salford for many years.  We moved because Bob was working in Preston and also because we wanted to move away from the city suburbs.  We have four sons who are grown up and live in various parts of the country.  Two of them are in training for a trekking holiday to Everest Base Camp and recently practiced with a climb up Pendle Hill on one of the wettest days of the year followed by a very long walk back to our house for a welcome meal.


At the beginning of our stay in Lancashire we attended a Church in Clitheroe but as time went on, although we were very happy there, we felt that we needed to make friends and become involved in the community where we were living.  


It happened to be Back to Church Sunday in 2009 when we first went to Wheatley Lane Methodist Church and were given a very warm welcome and felt at home there, so much so, that we began attending regularly in April last year.  It has been lovely to get involved with the local church. I also enjoy being on the tea rota at the Parent and Toddler Group which meets on Thursday afternoons and the “Time for You” Ladies get-together every month.


Bob enjoyed the Mens’ Brewery Tour and at the recent Beetle Drive and Quiz Evening was fortunate enough to win first prize in the raffle and as a result of which we enjoyed a lovely meal at a local country pub.

We feel very blessed to live in such a beautiful area, attend a very welcoming church and to have made some good friends.
                                                      Jane and Bob
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You may have read the recent case of  Eunice and Owen Johns, a devout Christian couple, who were banned from fostering children due to their traditional Christian beliefs. A landmark judgement was made which will have a serious impact on fostering in the UK .


The judge at the case declared that we live in a secular state and the  ‘Johns’  religious conviction disqualified them from raising citizens of that state. The High Court also suggested that  Christians with traditional views on sexual ethics are unsuitable as foster carers


It is ironic that the judge who said that Britain is no longer a Christian state did so in court, where witnesses swear on the Bible that they are telling the truth!


Christianity has been the backbone of our Laws, its principles have inspired people oiver the centuries to do extraordinary deeds  of kindness. Even the majority of  Britons still consider themselves Christian, but the politcally correct are trying to eradicate Christanity from public life. 


Now is the time to stand up for our beliefs – write or email your local MP on issues that are unjust and further diminish our Christian Heritage.
<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <>
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A DAY TO ENCAPSULATE YOUR FAITH IN PAINT

A DAY FOR YOU.
— TIME — RELAXATION — OPPORTUNITY TO DEVELOP A GIFT —

Tuespay 10TH MAY
10AM - 4PM
SHEKINAH CHRISTIAN CENTRE

WELL HEAD ROAD, NEWCHURCH - IN - PENDLE, LANCS, BB12 9LP

WHETHER YOU'RE A PRACTICING OR ASPIRING ARTIST OR A COMPLETE
NOVICE BUT WOULD LOVE TO PAINT, COME ALONG AND ENJOY A DAY
IN BEAUTIFUL SURROUNDINGS, SHARING GOD'S GIFT OF PAINTING.

THE DAY WILL BE LED BY LOCAL CHRISTIAN ARTIST DENISE' WHEELER. DENISE FOUND HER
TRUE VOCATION 6 YEARS AGO WHEN SHE WAS ABLE TO LEAVE A CAREER OF 30 YEARS IN
HAIRDRESSING AND RETURN TO COLLEGE TO DEVELOP HER PASSION FOR ART.

THE coOST FOR THE DAY £20
THIS INCLUDES LUNCH AND COFFEE/TEA BREAKS
PLACES ARE LIMITED SO PLEASE BOOK YOUR PLACE EARLY

ON BOOKING PLEASE STATE WHETHER YOU ARE A COMPETENT ARTIST OR A NOVICE,
WHEN A LIST OF EQUIPMENT TO BRING WILL BE PROVIDED

CONTACT: info@Shekinah.org.uk - 01282 612380




 
After 36 years Maureen and Roy   have come to the end of their time as caretakers – and so much more - at our church. They wish to thank all their many friends and well wishers for their cards, gifts and messages of appreciation. Thanks too to Gareth for the lovely retirement service.    “We have really enjoyed our time here very much”,  said Maureen, “and made lots of friends.”   

Roy and Maureen will still be around, at Church and in the village.   We wish them a long and very happy retirement.  
ALPHA  COURSE 
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This year's Alpha course is going well.

For the first this time we are holding the entire evening in Church, 

and all agree that it is much better 

On arrival people find the church transformed into an

Inviting dining room with small candlelit tables

The suppers are excellent and there is a real buzz 
during the meal, as people get to know each other better
Unlimited coffee/tea follows, as diners turn their attention to the speaker for the evening – often Gareth, but there are others.

To round off the evening everyone joins a small group, with two leaders,  to discus the evening’s topic

Feedback indicates that everyone is enjoying Alpha. 

Several people from other Churches have joined us this year 

to see how we do it

Thanks to our excellent cooks and our many helpers. 

<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <>
    How did it go? . . . .   (delays in publishing allow us to include this update)

Although the Alpha course seemed quite long due to a very severe winter, everyone made great efforts to attend the sessions and they contributed to many vibrant discussions.  I`m sure both guests and leaders alike derived real spiritual benefit as a result.


Being held in church, the lay-out  for the meals and the candle-lit tables created a very intimate atmosphere which was conducive to the Alpha course, exploring Christianity and spiritual development.


We are delighted that many people have  wished to continue and be part of a post-Alpha group which will  run for 6 weeks starting on 9th May.
                                                                                                David
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INVITATION TO

LABYRINTH

EXPERIENCE
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OPENING THE BOOK TO THE PEOPLE AND THE PEOPLE TO THE BOOK

A spiritual journey through the Bible 

from creation to resurrection

(celebrating the 400th anniversary of the the 

King James Version of the Bible during Lent)

At the Basement, Central Methodist Church, Hargreaves Street, Burnley

during Holy Week

11am – 3pm,  20th – 23rd April

(or by arrangement)
entrance through the coffee bar (rear of building)
EXPLORE GOD’S MESSAGE

REFLECT ON YOUR LIFE JOURNEY
EVERYONE IS WELCOME

FREE ADMISSION
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We had a very successful coffee afternoon in Church, raising £166 for Church funds. ‘Thank you’ everyone for your support. Our experiment this year, of opening our meetings to men, has been a success, so that’s how we’ll continue.  We average around twenty people per meeting and we’ve enjoyed some excellent speakers. Our winter session finishes with a 3 course meal at Nelson & Colne College in April. 


In Autumn we’ll be back again with new topics and ideas. We hope to see you all again, and new people are very welcome to come and join us.   In the meantime, enjoy the summer. 

                                                    
                            Mary Bland  693134
[image: image24.jpg]TERTER




<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <>
 Big dreams and small footsteps 

In 2001 Tim Broughton helped to found the Isaiah Trust,  a Christian charity, working to help some of Kenya’s most desperate children find a new beginning. Last year he raised money by doing the Great North Run. Currently in Kenya for 2 weeks, Tim sends this blog…… 

                       It's always good to see Moses and I am really looking forward to meeting up with him. 2011 has been a hard year for him. We always struggle in January and February.

We have so many children who need an education, whose hopes for the future rest on getting through primary and hopefully secondary school.

But the fees are crippling. I don't know how ordinary Kenyans manage.

It costs about £350 to put a child into secondary school, and then you have to buy uniforms and books and shoes and all sorts of things on top.

We have more than 30 children in secondary school this year, children we believe are the Isaiah Trust's family. In return for support, love and care we expect the children to work hard and make the most of the opportunity they have. For some this is easy, but others struggle with the discipline required to study and with sitting in classes with children much younger.

There isn't an easy answer, I guess if there was then many of the problems that have beset the continent, let alone just this country that I have grown to love, would be solved by better men than I.

It's just that, when we are trying so hard to get our children into schools and to give them the best that we can give, the schools don't seem to want to help.

They have become really petty in checking all the equipment is correct. One child was sent home from secondary school where he had reported because he didn't have the correct tupperware plate, another may have been missing a jumper. Not a reason, I don't believe, to deny them classes at the start of the school year. Not when we are running around trying to get lots of different children into lots of different schools.

How is a country going to get out of poverty when it sends its children home from school for stupid reasons?

I have felt really sorry for Moses and Paul James. Normal parents have 2 or 3 children to sort out, but every January they have nearly 100. I don't know where we would be without their faithfulness and their love for the children.

So I am going to spend 10 days in Kisumu. I plan to visit schools and meet with some of the headteachers, encourage the children to do well in their exams. This is the fruit of the hard work that Moses puts in.

As for the children, I will carry good wishes from England, encourage them in their studies and try to give them a picture of hope for their futures.

Big dreams start from small footsteps                    Tim Broughton 
You can read more of Tim’s blog on the Isaiah Trust Website  
 
blog www.outofthestreets.blogspot.com        www.isaiahtrust.org
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I am writing this letter as we approach the end of yet another busy Spring Term. In this term the year 6 children are not only getting ready for the SAT tests in May but have been recently given their Secondary School placements. This is always a difficult time for them and I hope that you will join with me in praying for them all as they prepare for secondary school. 


The pupils have enjoyed taking part in Netball, Football and Cross Country interschool competitions outside of school hours. During the school day they have had a sports specialist in for hockey and multiskills work. 


We raised just over £270 for Comic Relief on Red Nose Day. It was lovely to see the children in all manners of red clothing and hair just for the day. They also took part in activities in their classrooms related to Comic Relief and the work that they do as a charity.


The school had a Science Show at the beginning of March. The children not only learnt a great deal about forces in science on this day, but also enjoyed themselves in the process! The KS 2 children had an afternoon watching and taking part in a French show. It was called ‘Le Bistro de Dan Roro’ and was very entertaining. 


The Friends of Wheatley Lane continue to support the pupils in school by paying for the transport when we have a school visit. There have been 5 visits this term and this has kept the cost down for parents during these difficult financial times. We very much appreciate the work they do to support all of the pupils. We would also like to thank them for a large donation towards the Play House, storage shed and table on the KS 1 outside area. This is a super resource for all of KS 1 and particularly the Reception class. 


I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a blessed Easter.

               Mandy Kroukamp   Headteacher
<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <>
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* Happy Easter * 
Why do we think of 

   chickens and  eggs

            at Easter?  
  Because  the chicken breaking out of the egg    


reminds us of Jesus breaking out of the tomb, 



                 and the ‘new life’ that Jesus promised.                                                                                                                                                                                           
        When Jesus rose from the dead it was called the Resurrection, 

                        one of 
the most important events in history.  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

The Twelve Disciples puzzle 
Look in the Bible to find the the name of the disciple that fits on each line. (sometimes the spelling might be a bit different in your Bible)

1. John ch 6 v 9 – the disciple who talked about loaves and fishes

2. Matthew 4:21 – The first son of Zebedee

3. Mark 3:18       - 
Alphaeus’s son

4. Luke 6:14       - 
often bracketed with Philip

5. Matthew 10:3 – 
a shadowy figure near the end of the list

6. Mark 8:14       - 
a man whose mother was very ill

7. Matthew 10:3 – 
he used to be a tax collector

8. John 12:6      - 
the keeper of the disciples money bag

9. John 20:24    - 
the disciple who did not believe Jesus was risen   

10. John 12:21    - people came to ask him if he could help them to see Jesus

11. Mark 3:17      -
the other son of thunder (3’s brother)

12. Mark 3:18      -
the disciple from Cana                                        

                                          (
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 News from Heather, our Youth Worker

Heather came from Ballymena in N. Ireland in September, to spend a year in Pendle.   

On leaving school Heather knew that she wanted to work with young people, and prayed that in the future an opportunity would arise.  In the meantime she found other employment and spent her free time helping young people. Brought up in a church going family, as with many youngsters there came a time when she stopped going to Church.  However, eventually Heather returned, and then started helping as a Sunday School Teacher.  At another Church, the thriving afternoon ‘Kids Church’ needed more helpers, so Heather volunteered  there too. 


Always happy to help with young people in any way, she prayed that God would guide her. Her family, and friends at Church, were very supportive.  Then a friend involved in the Pais Project told her about a team working in E Lancashire which needed another member NOW!  Would she be interested? At the time Heather was on a fortnight’s holiday from work. Taking but a short time to find out more, and think and pray,  she answered ……..  “YES”!  and with some trepidation returned to work on Monday, to tell her boss at the café that she wished to leave. Fortunately her boss, a commited Christian, knew just how much it meant to Heather; she was very supportive, and wished her well. Thus it was, that on Tuesday Heather found herself on a ferry en route to Lancashire.      

Pais Project is an international organisation offering training and apprenticeships in all areas of 11-16 yrs youth and schools work including:  working with church groups and ‘at risk’ children, or through music, art, drama or sport.  ‘Pais GB’ happens to have its headquarters in Burnley, and trains and appoints people to work across the country. As you know, Fence churches were looking for a replacement for Emerson.  So that’s how Heather came to be living at Matt Butler’s home in Wheatley Lane.    

Heather’s day starts at Burnley, where she trains and is part of a team of six, invited into Schools (mainly 11-16yrs, but also WL School) to take assembly, or run lunch clubs.  In addition, at weekend or evening, Heather helps with youth work at the village churches.   
“I came in September to help in the in three churches in the village.  I try to help however I can with the young people.  I’m also involved with the Pais Project as a schools worker  in Burnley and Pendle doing assembly and lunch clubs. I thank God for this amazing opportunity.”     Love,    Heather
House Group

Early Methodist gatherings were called 'societies'. John Wesley encouraged different kinds of small groups to develop, so that both the leaders and the members of the societies could receive support and challenge in their faith.

These small groups, called 'classes' and 'bands' met regularly, and the idea was to be accountable to each other about how each person was living the Christian life. So people had to be very open and willing to be changed by the experience.

In the twentieth century it became less common to meet in this way, but recently many Methodists have been trying to reclaim this tradition.

The supportive small group has been found to be one of the most powerful ways for people to feel that they belong and to learn and grow.

Many Methodist churches have home fellowships, Bible studies and house groups. Increasingly they seek in various ways to renew and expand the opportunities for Christian conversation about the things that matter.

At Wheately Lane we have a long established house group that meets weekly at the home of Trevor and Sandra and is led by Ian Wheeler, a local preacher and a member of WL church. We have around ten regular members and are always happy to welcome anyone who would like to join us. We have fun alongside our occasionally deep discussions and after our summer and Christmas breaks long to get back together again.

Our evenings vary: discussion based on DVD study courses or relevant   topics, bible studies or a themed series of Sunday services. At present we are looking at the Lord’s Prayer over 5 weeks.

During the Themed Preaching series we are holding two house groups: our regular Tuesday group, and a group on Wednesday,  meeting in Church and led by Gareth - both from 8pm.

We hope you might consider joining us.                Denise Wheeler
More info 773143 

Healing Rooms Burnley
‘Healing Rooms Burnley’ is a part of the National Association of ‘Healing Rooms, England’.

What are healing rooms?

A loving, safe, confidential oasis of peace and calm

A place where people can come and receive

healing prayer for any condition

Everyone is welcome 

Whether they have any any church connexion or not, 

any faith or none.

Healing prayer is offered free of charge, 

by small teams of trained volunteers

from local churches.

 Are you . . . 

in pain, ill, Worried, or feeling down?

No appointment necessary

JUST CALL IN.







                       Time  

for Prayer
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God does nothing

but in answer to prayer...

and everything

with it.

                 John Wesley




A remote northern Highlands church is marking Lent and Easter in a fresh way this year. From pancake parties to reflective services, the Melness and Tongue Church of Scotland is helping their small community to experience the true meaning of Easter.


As the only established church for 40 miles, this Parish is truly at the heart of the two small villages of Melness and Tongue, on the northern coast of Scotland. 

Minister Stewart Goudie has been encouraging his congregation to get to know their neighbours even better and invite them along to Easter events.


Over forty people celebrated Shrove Tuesday at four free pancake parties across the community. These took place in people’s homes and members invited other locals to be part of it.

 


Rev Stewart Goudie said: “With only around 600 people in the whole area we were really pleased with the numbers we had along to the pancake parties. Many of these people were not in touch with the Church before now.” 


Many have given up something for lent and committed to donating the funds, usually spent on that habit, to the nearest Hospice which is in Inverness, 90 miles away. This charity was chosen as fundraising events had to be cancelled in December, due to the severe snow. 


Instead of a traditional Maundy Thursday communion, the church will hold an interdenominational ‘foot-washing’ service remebering Jesus at the Last Supper, then reflect on Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane. On Easter Saturday, there will be a space all day for quiet contemplation and reflection which is open to all. 

 


Stewart continued: “We aim to make all feel comfortable and part of the sense of community, including those whose usual denominational meeting is too far away. We have plans for a team to complete a Parish tidy-up in Melness and Skerray before Easter.  We love the HOPE idea of giving something back to our little community and pointing to Jesus at the same time.” 



USEFUL CHURCH  CONTACTS :    Minister:  Gareth – 01282  694439  


           

revgarethhiggs@googlemail.com
Church Stewards:


Carole Eldon.  
 
618849.  c.eldon@btinternet.com


Helen & David Kitchen.  694065. 
h.kitchen@tiscali.co.uk


Michelle Buchanan.       696592. 
michellebuchanan@btinternet.com

Kanlungan information:
Kath - 
699895
Choir: 
Allan - 
693134
Forum: 
Ann - 
618648
Tuesday Fellowship: 
Mary - 
693134
House Group:                 
 Ian & Denise - 773143
Time 4 YOU:
Kath - 
699895    Michelle - 696592
Men’s Group
Tim -  
690898



Newsletter:    
Mavis - 692261.  

Contributions / feedback  always welcome. Phone, or email items for publication to:  mhalstead@tiscali.co.uk  or leave at School House, 469, W.L. Road
Church Website:      www.wheatleylane-methodist.co.uk
Website Manager:     
Trevor – 693924 

                                          trevor@wheatleylane-methodist.co.uk
Our new Church Logo
 I can’t claim all the credit!

The design for our church logo came together from a few different ideas one of which came from Ian my husband; he liked the idea of using the T in Wheatley to form a cross. I also  wanted something to symbolise the light of and love of Christ in our lives as Christians, this is depicted by the glow behind the lettering, and so playing around with the positioning of the text our logo developed into what you see today.

I developed and worked the design for the logo using the computer programme ‘photoshop’. I use this programme when I am producing prints and greeting cards from images of my original paintings. 

As an artist I enjoy working in a variety of media, primarily painting in oils, particularly on large canvases. This allows space for expression and movement in the delivery of a piece of work. I also like to sketch using a pen, as I enjoy the challenge of permanence that it demands.  The inspiration for my work usually comes from the outdoors, it being alive with colour, texture and form, with its ever-changing living sculptures. 

My Christian faith also plays a big part in my work, as I attempt to capture emotion in my paintings, hoping that my artwork provokes awareness of the viewer's own spirituality.

I enjoy undertaking commissioned work - working with clients to create something special for them.  A piece of work that has been composed around their own desire for something, someone or somewhere, can be extremely rewarding for both parties.

Denise Wheeler

www.optasiaart.co.uk           Image – One-o-clock
<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 
You can see Denise’s art work exhibited at The Ace Centre, Nelson, 20th April to 4th May.               Or why not try your hand at painting?  
“Paint by Faith” at Shekinah Christian Centre, Newchurch-in-Pendle, on Tues 10th May, promises to be a relaxing and inspirational day,  led by Denise.            
More info - see advert! 
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A warm welcome to you all,


        whether old friends or new.
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We meet in Church at 2.15pm


on alternate Tuesday afternoons during the winter months 








DAY SCHOOL NEWS








Wheatley Lane Methodist


Babies & Toddler group





W L Methodist School Hall


Thursdays 2.15 – 3 30pm











ALL WELCOME


Free of charge


Come and join us





Contact Jill   699637





When you have completed the puzzle, 


look down the column under the cross,


and you should find a most important Easter word





2.00 – 3.30pm


every Wednesday


Gannow Community Centre





Adamson Street, 


Burnley   BB12 6RB


(Jct 10 off M65, then


first R. off Gannow Lane)





7.30 – 9.00pm


Last Thursday in the month


Burnley Faith Centre





Burnley Campus, 


Barden Lane,


 Burnley BB10 1JD 


(off Colne Rd)








Like to know more?      Need transport?  


 ring Peter   01282 692108   








Are there times 


when you feel you need 


 someone to pray with you, 


or pray for you?


WE ARE HERE TO HELP.


Our Stewards or our Minister are always available.





(contact details on page 21)





Outside church we


have a Prayer Box.   If you are sick, lonely or troubled


by anything,


we invite you


to post a request 


for prayer.


We will include you  in our 


Church prayers, 


Your confidentiality


will always


be respected





Our Church 


is available for 


you to use  for private prayer, 


Please contact Gareth, 


our Minister.





From time to time Gareth sends out    ‘Prayer Points’


a guide to


happenings in Church, the  village, or the wider community


which need our prayers.





If you would like a copy to use 


in your prayers,


please email him.


He would be  happy to 


add you


to his mailing list.














A quiet area 


at the back of


our church has been


thoughtfully arranged as


a corner for prayer. 


A small group meets there 


for a short time of prayer


 each Sunday at 11.00am and also


  Monday at 7.00am.    If you would 


    like to join them you woud be very welcome.    





REMOTE  HIGHLAND CHURCH 


INVITES COMMUNITY TO


EXPERIENCE EASTER





PENDLE FOREST SCOUT AND GUIDE GROUP


SATURDAY 30th  APRIL 2010


A demanding 12 or 25 mile walk through


the heart of Pendle’s famous witch country,


or an easier 12 mile walk. 





Starting & finishing at the                       Entry Fee £7.50 


Scout & Guide H.Q. Fence         includes all meals for the day


			





                                    














NO ENTRIES ON THE DAY 


Proceeds to Pendle Forest Scout & Guide Group





Entry Forms from:


Louise Bann


347 Kings Causeway


Brierfield


Nelson   BB9 0EZ 


(s.a.e. please)  
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